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35 Rosewood Lane












Owings Mills, Maryland 21117











Tel: 410.654.3500

August 2020
Dear Parents,

We are pleased to inform you that we will be continuing our successful Hot Lunch Program for the 2020-2021 school year.  There are exciting changes happening in the program and this letter will answer many questions and provide specific details on how to register for the program.  Please note that to ensure your child receives hot lunch starting Sunday, August 30, the first day of the hot lunch program, your hot lunch order must be submitted by August 26, 2020.
What is the hot lunch program?  

A Federally Subsidized Hot Lunch Program that will bring quality, nutritious meals directly to your child's school.  Qualification, which is based on household income, may entitle your child to a free or reduced-price hot lunch.  Students who do not qualify for the government subsidy will still be able to purchase hot lunches at the full price.
What grades will participate? 
The program will be available for students in grades 1-8.
What kind of food will be served? 
Our healthy, well-balanced, improved menu will include more whole grains, and a greater variety of fruits and vegetables.  Starting the year lunch components will be single serve except for pizza which will be plated. We will ask your son to check off a weekly menu with the items he will eat so we can deliver the correct amount of components to each classroom. We will encourage your children to build a healthy plate – to fill half the lunch tray with fruits and vegetables, select whole grains, and choose fat free or low-fat milk.  We hope that you will encourage your child to make these healthy eating choices.
All food will be Cholov Yisroel and Yoshon and delivered fresh by our food provider. Attached you will find a sample Menu. 

How often will hot lunch be served?  

Hot lunches will be served five times a week, Sundays thru Thursdays, starting August 30, and continuing until June 18, 2021.

We are planning to join the free summer hot lunch program again this year. 
We are pleased to continue our relationship with our vendor (Mama Leah’s) that will allow us to serve lunch 5 days a week, Sunday through Thursday. This will also allow us to serve fleishigs. Monday we will continue to serve pizza. Tuesday will be a parve lunch. Wednesday we will serve fleishig. Sunday and Thursday will be pasta/milchig. You must sign up at the beginning of the school year for the entire school year. The meal is a full meal complete with milk (not on fleishig day), fruit and vegetables.  As per federal requirements, all pizza served will be made from a mix of white and whole wheat flour. Elementary students receive one slice of pizza, and one and a half slices will be served to Middle school students. All pasta will be a mix of white and whole wheat flour.
You may sign up for any or all days or a combination of days.
How can my child receive these lunches?
To participate in the program, you must sign up at the beginning of the school year for the entire school year. If circumstances change and you want to sign-up after the initial sign up period, you may contact the Hot Lunch Coordinator for the late sign up process. If you sign up for the program, and you are not satisfied for any reason, you may cancel lunches for your child and receive a refund for the remaining days of the program. Please fill out a separate enrollment (green) form for each child.
Are there refunds for school cancellation days, absences? 

Unfortunately, we are not able to offer refunds for school cancellation days or absences. We did issue refunds when school closed for an extended period of time last year. We are hoping/praying that will not be the case this year.
How do I know if I am eligible for free or reduced meals?
Household size and income determine eligibility.  For example, a child from a family of four would be entitled to a free lunch if the household's current annual income is below $34,061.  If that same family's income is between $34,061 and $48,470, the child would be eligible to purchase lunch at the reduced price.  Determination is made by using the following Federal income guidelines (see reverse side):
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Note: Income for parsonage is not included in gross income. Those households whose income level is above those indicated are not eligible for free or reduced meals, but may purchase meals at full price.  
Please note:

· All requests for eligibility will be kept confidential.  

· You may be required to present proof of eligibility at any time during the school year
· You may (re)apply if financial circumstances change during the year.  
For further information, please refer to the MBA instruction sheet.
How much will the Hot Lunch Program cost? 

The annual charge per child is listed in the charts below.  Larger portions are served daily to the middle school students.
Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for Elementary School Student (grades 1-5) 
	Free
	Reduced (5 days)
	Full Pay (Sunday)
	Full Pay (Monday)
	Full Pay (Tuesday)
	Full Pay (Wednesday)
	Full Pay (Thursday)

	$0
	$36.60
	$132.00
	$145.00
	156.00
	$166.00
	$152.00


Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for Middle School Student (grades 6-8)
	Free
	Reduced (5 days)
	Full Pay (Sunday)
	Full Pay (Monday)
	Full Pay (Tuesday)
	Full Pay (Wednesday)
	Full Pay (Thursday)

	$0
	$36.40
	$153.00
	$165.00
	180.00
	$195.00
	175.00


How do I pay? Payment can be made by FACTS, check or cash only and must be submitted with the enrollment form (green form).  Checks for full pay meals can be postdated and divided into 2 or 3 equal payments with the first payment due in August but must be submitted with the enrollment form by August 26, 2020. 
What forms do I need to fill out?  If you are interested in hot lunch for your child you must fill out and return:
a) The hot lunch enrollment form (green form)
b) If you are eligible for free or reduced meals then you must fill out the enclosed Government form called the Meal Benefit Application for Free and Reduced-Price School Meals form.  (MBA) (yellow)  If you received a notice of Eligibility for Free Meals then you do not need to fill out the MBA form..
Now that I have filled out the forms – when are the forms and payment due? 
Please mail to: Torah Institute of Baltimore Hot Lunch Program, 35 Rosewood Lane, Owings Mills, MD 21117
a) The hot lunch enrollment form (purple form) – MUST BE SIGNED
b) Meal Benefit Application (MBA) (yellow form) - if applicable
c) Payment (by FACTS, check or cash)  

All forms are due by August 26, 2020 to guarantee inclusion in the program.
What do I do if I have questions or I am unsure if I qualify for free or reduced meals?  For any questions about the program please contact Sheryl Seidemann at 410-654-3500 ext. 1086 or email her at tihotlunch@gmail.com.
Looking forward to another wonderful and healthy school year, 
Yaakov Goldstein
TORAH INSTITUTE OF BALTIMORE
HOT LUNCH PROGRAM 2018-2019
Phone: 410-654-3500 ext. 1086 

Email:  tihotlunch@gmail.com
ENROLLMENT FORM
Please fill out a separate form for each child that you are enrolling

ALL FORMS AND FULL PAYMENT ARE DUE BY AUGUST 26, 2020
Student’s Name  ______________________________________
Grade  ______ 
Day/Days selected: Please circle    Sunday     Monday    Tuesday    Wednesday    Thursday 
Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for Elementary School Student (grades 1-5) 
	Free
	Reduced (5 days)
	Full Pay (Sunday)
	Full Pay (Monday)
	Full Pay (Tuesday)
	Full Pay (Wednesday)
	Full Pay (Thursday)

	$0
	$36.60
	$132.00
	$145.00
	156.00
	$166.00
	$152.00


Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge for Middle School Student (grades 6-8)
	Free
	Reduced (5 days)
	Full Pay (Sunday)
	Full Pay (Monday)
	Full Pay (Tuesday)
	Full Pay (Wednesday)
	Full Pay (Thursday)

	$0
	$36.40
	$153.00
	$165.00
	180.00
	$195.00
	175.00


Annual Hot Lunch Meal Charge 
	Day
	Cost

	Free (5 days)
	

	Reduced (5 Days)
	

	Sunday
	

	Monday
	

	Tuesday
	

	Wednesday
	

	Thursday 
	

	Total
	


Total amount due:    ______________

Payment Method (choose one):
____ CHECKS PAYABLE TO TORAH INSTITUTE AND INDICATE HOT LUNCH IN THE MEMO

____ Please add my Hot Lunch total to my FACTS payment 
Parent's Signature:  ____________________________________________________
Address:  ________________________________________________________________________________

Phone Number:  ___________________________________________________________________________
Email address: 






_______________________________
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY SO THAT YOUR ENROLLMENT FORM CAN BE PROCESSED
